[Effect of penicillamine treatment on the occurrence of heart rhythm disturbances in patients with rheumatoid arthritis].
An ECG examination, prolonged over several hours was carried out in 30 patients aged from 29 to 66 years (mean age 51.3) with the diagnosis of rheumatoid arthritis made on the basis of the WHO criteria, before, and in the second and third month of treatment with penicillamine. The values were evaluated of the mean, minimal, and maximal heart rate per minute, and supraventricular and ventricular heart rhythm disturbances, and also conduction disturbances were assessed. In the study no statistically significant changes were recorded in the individual periods of the examination of the values of mean, minimal and maximal heart rate/min. In the initial examination, supraventricular arrhythmia occurred in 80% of patients, and ventricular arrhythmia in 33% of cases. As a result of the applied treatment a decrease was observed of incidence of arrhythmia both supraventricular and ventricular.